
Ha p p y  M a y  D a y !
Author Martha Tod
Dudman, a resident of

Northeast Harbor, will speak
about, sign and read from her
new book – and first novel –
“Black Olives” on Tuesday, May
13 beginning at 7 p.m. in the
Holmes Room at the Southwest
Harbor Public Library. Ms.
Dudman is the author of the
best-selling memoir, “Augusta
Gone,” about her struggle with
her daughter’s drug abuse.

The Mount Desert Elemen-
tary School is hosting its science
carnival tonight, Thursday, May
1, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Teacher
Brian Cote ’s seventh and
eighth-grade students have in-
vented games that teach various
science concepts. Show up to
play the games, win prizes, sup-
port the kids and have fun while
learning about science. This is a
great annual event for all of the
students and parents.

Thanks to Mother Nature,
who’s ahead of schedule in the
blooms department, dates for
the annual Spring Bulb Tour at
the W.P. Stewart estate have
been changed to Saturday, May
17 and Saturday, May 24, with
rain dates on Sunday, May 18
and Sunday May 25. Tickets cost
$15 per person, and may be
purchased at the gate or by con-
tacting Sue Olson Island Con-
nections at 288-4457.

The Village Center for Child
Care welcomes you to an open
house on Saturday, May 3, from
10 a.m. to noon at the Union
Church Parish House in North-
east Harbor. Refreshments will
be served. For more information

call Debbie Mountford at 610-
9977.

Summer camp season is al-
most here and once again The
Neighborhood House will be
running day programs for chil-
dren ages 3 and up. Call 276-
5039 or visit theneighborhood-
h o u s e . c o m  f o r  m o r e
information.

Thank you to all the volun-
teers for cleaning the roads this
week. I saw people out and
about along the roadsides of
Route 102 and thought how
helpful this was. Good work!

uuu
This is your column, Mount

Desert. I’d love to write about
your news. Share your family
news, events at Neighborhood
House, the schools, libraries, boat
yards and town business and any
public events at bookstores and
churches. E-mail me at or cather-
inedrewburdette@yahoo.com,
P.O. Box 188, Mount. Desert ME
04660. Or call me at 244-5122.
My column is sent in for printing
on Monday mornings, so keep
that in mind regarding the date
of your event.

Sometimes a family crisis re-
quires that children be taken
from their homes and placed

in foster care quite suddenly, at all
hours, with no time to take anything
but the clothes they are wearing.
Thanks to local Rotarians, when this
happens in Hancock County, each
child receives a backpack filled with
toiletries, school supplies, clothing,
blankets, toys and other items that
help them cope; just having some-
thing to call their own can be a great
comfort to them.

Since February 2007, the MDI
Rotary Club has been working with
the state Department of Health and
Human Services (DHHS) to give
such children backpacks stuffed
with materials that will help and
support them. Working with staff
members at the Ellsworth office of
DHHS, the club has donated 64
backpacks so far, for children age 6
months to 18 years.

Nick Pappas, children’s services
supervisor for the Hancock
County office of DHHS, says the
program is “the most fundamen-
tally helpful thing we have going
for us in helping these kids with
the transition to a foster home.”

“When they come to us, they are
often lost, lonely and crying,” Mr.
Pappas said. “Before the backpack
project, they were walking into a
strange home dragging a garbage bag
of whatever had been pulled together
for them. Having something new and
clean that they can call their own
helps them go from a difficult situa-
tion into something positive,”he said.
“The backpacks provide a measure of
dignity, even for little kids.”

Rotarians Bob Rechholtz and
Martha Abbott, who coordinate
the project, say it’s extremely re-
warding. “The DHHS staff tells us
that kids’ eyes light up when they
see these backpacks put together
especially for them,” Mr. Rech-
choltz said. “We’re providing a se-
curity blanket for the kids at a time
when they really need it.”

Ms. Abbott said, “It feels good to
deliver the backpacks to the DHHS of-
fice and hear the staff say,‘Here comes
the backpack lady. We know this proj-
ect is really making a difference.”

Although the club sets aside funds
to be used for the project when neces-
sary, most of the materials have been
donated. In addition to club mem-
bers, donors include Acadia Corpora-
tion, Bar Harbor Bank & Trust, L.L
Bean, Camp Beech Cliff, Cool as a
Moose and Four the Fun of It.

The backpack project began
with the MDI Rotary’s sunrise
group, composed of members who
attend weekly breakfast meetings
that complement the club’s
lunchtime meetings. One of the
Rotarians in the morning group
had taken a course on adoption
and was astonished to learn how
many children in Maine have to be
removed from their homes each
year. He spoke with Mr. Pappas to
find out how to help these children
cope with such a traumatic up-

heaval. From this conversation
came the idea of the Rotary-spon-
sored backpack project.

As the project continues, Rotari-
ans and the DHHS staff members
find ways to improve it. Initially,
club members stuffed items into the
backpacks, but the DHHS staff en-
couraged the club to deliver all of
the items separately. That allows
DHHS to customize each backpack
as needed and make it age-appropri-
ate for the child who will receive it.

The club hopes the backpack idea
will spread to other Rotary clubs.
Project coordinators plan to compile

a booklet on how to develop and im-
plement a backpack project so other
clubs can help provide security and
safety for children in need.

The Bar Harbor (MDI) Rotary
Club meets each Wednesday at
12:15 p.m. at Atlantic Oakes, 119
Eden St., Bar Harbor. The club also
has sunrise breakfast meetings each
Thursday at 7 a.m. at Tapley’s, 135
Main St., Bar Harbor. For informa-
tion, visit the club web site at
mdirotary.org, contact club presi-
dent Nancy Corliss at 288-3334 or
e-mail her at nancy@lynaminsur-
ance.com.
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Conners Emerson School
2nd Trimester Honor Roll

6th Grade
High Honors

Isabel Bohrer
Isabel Erickson
Olivia Erickson
Andy Gallup
Nora Hubbell
Mia Jeannotte
Deandra Kanu
Molly Moon
Hannah A. Shaw

Honors
Sierra Bloom
Madeline Cook
Ryan Cox
Ashley Cummings
Emma Ehrlich
Coleman Fernald
Dominic Frongillo
Alex Gilfillan
Lyle Gilpatrick
Savanah Graves
Steven Hanscom
Jordan Harper
Nellie LaValle
Hannah McGarr
Teryn Miller
Shelby O’Neil
Maggie Painter
Monica Phippen
Hannah W. Shaw
Amanda Souvannaseng
Dakota Stewart
Evelyn Swan
Madison Uliano
Ian Wanner
Malorie Young

Merit
Macee Bergmair
Ransom Burgess
Teagan Candage
Ian Graham
Aedan Higgins
Jason Norwood
Sam Reeves

7th Grade
High Honors

Emily Butler
Stephanie Calas
Noah Davis
Danika Kanu
Leah Kelly
Amelia Kief
Aaron Krevans
Rachael McMinimy

Ian Sampson
Yi Sun

Honors
Abbie Burton
Christopher Clemens
Robert Colson
Malia Demers
Caitlin Degenre
Riley Farnsworth
Jeanell Gaspie
Ross Johnston
Amy Keene
Zoe Kestner
William Krason
Emily Lewis
Elijah O’Connor
Sam Robertson
Bailey Stillman
Seth Vandegrift
Ben Walls

Merit
Sam Bergstrom
Tyler Fanrsworth
Nathaniel Genrich
Evan Leff

8th Grade
High Honors

Alexa Bonsey
Amy Greene
Sophie Krevans
Rebecca Petersen
Nicholas Shaw
Paige Speight
Bradley Thurston
Maeve Weber

Honors
Hadley Bracken
Marina Gilpatrick
Skyler Grave
Sean Harding
Cai John
Joseph Kief
Kasey Leighton
Julianna Maffucci
Makayla Parsons
Marisa Prestinari
Emma Ressel
Brooke Rounseville
Allison Sasner
Catie Smith
Dylan Stillman
Colton Strout
Katherine Timko
Rhiannon Vonder Haar

Merit
Garrett Lee

Rotary roundup
Rotarians help kids in need
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Rotarians Martha Abbott and Bob Rechholtz coordinate the
club’s backpack project with Nick Pappas, right, of the Hancock
County office of the Department of Health and Human Services.

Mount Desert

Catherine Burdette

Author signs her first novel

Award to honor teacher
BAR HARBOR — The Bar Har-

bor (MDI) Rotary Club is looking
for nominees for the 2007-08
Golden Apple Award. The club has
given the award to local teachers
for the last 10 years to recognize
outstanding educators who also
possess the Rotary attribute of
“service above self.”

Rotary will present the recipient
a check for $1,000 to use for their
educational pursuits, along with
the award.

This year the club is asking for
input from the community as well
as from fellow professionals. For-
mer students who remember a spe-
cial teacher, parents whose chil-
dren were impacted, community

members, fellow teachers and
school administrators are asked to
nominate a teacher who still works
in the profession.

Anyone interested in honoring
an educator in this area at the
preschool, elementary, high
school, or college level, is asked to
write a short essay and submit it
by June 1. The essay can be
emailed to Nancy Corliss at
nancy@lynaminsurance.com or
Barbara Hepburn at
bhepburn@bhbt.com. It also can
be mailed to MDI Rotary, P.O. Box
701, Bar Harbor ME 04609.

The recipient of this year’s
award will be honored at Rotary’s
annual dinner meeting in June.
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Kim Swan’s dog, Elvis, shown here in a portrait painted for her
by Dennis Rafferty, helped inspire her to donate time and
money to the SPCA of Hancock County.

Swan donation helps 
SPCA’s fund-raising

BAR HARBOR — Swan Agency
Sotheby’s International Realty has
contributed more than $10,000 to
the SPCA of Hancock County’s $2
million capital campaign goal to
build and endow a larger animal
shelter and adoption center for
small animals, as well as a barn and
pasture area for large animals.

Kim Swan, owner of Swan Agency
Sotheby’s International Realty and an
SPCA business committee member,
grew up in a family where pets were
always a big part of their lives. She
said helping animals is in her genes.

“Protecting animals from harm
and pain is one of the most impor-

tant things in the world to me and
I wanted to help support the SPCA
through the Swan Agency
Sotheby’s International Realty to
show that belief,” Ms. Swan said.

Jim Nobil, president of the SPCA’s
board of directors, said, “Having al-
most reached the $1.6 million level
toward our capital goal of $2 million,
we hope other businesses and indi-
viduals will follow Kim’s example.”

Ms. Swan said helping the SPCA
has allowed her to pay tribute to a
beloved canine companion.

For more information, or to do-
nate, call 667-8088 or e-mail
spca@gwi.net.


