
Picture this

TREMONT — Sarah Butler
will present a PowerPoint lec-
ture on the making of her
book of photos, “Portrait of a
Maine Island” on Tuesday,
Aug. 25 at 7 p.m. at the Bass
Harbor Library in Bernard.
In her book Ms. Butler cap-
tures the faces and figures of
MDI residents. Copies of the
book will be on sale at the li-
brary.

Thistle’s art
MOUNT DESERT — The

Maison Suisse Inn in North-
east Harbor is hosting the
works of artists formerly asso-
ciated with the Wingspread
Gallery, which was destroyed
by fire last summer, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, and dur-
ing the “Northeast Harbor
Stroll Thursday evenings until
8 p.m.

Heading home

BAR HARBOR — Mary Jo
Perkins’ acrylic painting “Head-
ing Home” was recently sold at
Ivan and Sherry Rasmussen’s
Alone Moose gallery to benefit
Acadia Wildlife Foundation.
Ms. Perkins, who lived for 13
years on Bar Island in Bar Har-
bor, is now certified in turtle
rescue on Casey Key, Florida.
Her work with turtles inspired
the gallery’s annual theme
show, “Turtles on the Edge,”
which called attention to
threatened and endangered tur-
tles.

The gallery also is selling
Jack Perkins’ Acadia photo-
graphic poetry cards to benefit
the foundation. So far this year
more than $400 has been raised
for the rehabilitation of injured
wildlife. A check for the total
raised during the gallery’s sea-
son will be presented to Acadia
Wildlife Foundation in late Oc-
tober. For information on the
benefit, call the gallery at 288-
4229.

Piano woman

BAR HARBOR — Noted pi-
anist Mira Armij Gill returns to
College of the Atlantic in the
college’s Gates Community
Center. at 7:30 p.m. on Sunday,
Aug. 23, to perform a free con-
cert thanking the community
for its support.

Ms. Gill received both a
bachelor’s and a master’s de-
gree at The Juilliard School.
She made her New York debut
at  Carneg ie  Hal l ’s  Wei l l
Recital Hall in 1997, as a re-
sult of winning the Artist’s In-
ternational Young Artist’s Pi-
ano Award, only one of the
many awards she has won in
her career.

She has been giving solo
concerts in Bar Harbor since
2004. For more information,
call the college at 288-5015.
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Actors, clockwise from top left, Amanda Memoli, Julie Ann Nevill, David Blais and Lila Dupree,
are ready to bring the Acadia Repertory Theater’s annual Agatha Christie play, “The Hollow” to
the stage.

Soul of a poet
Soulfulness is not the first term

people associate with attor-
neys.

So how does one go from being
a nationally prominent attorney to
becoming an up-and-coming, in-
ternationally known poet?

It helps, naturally, if you have a
modest nest egg and drop out of
the limelight for a while; but as
most people would undoubtedly
acknowledge, the basic skill sets
for those professions reside at op-
posite ends of the intellectual
spectrum. One requires strict con-
formity to society’s written rules,
interpreted through careful, dis-
passionate, logic.

The other has at its core a will-
ingness to fearlessly explore the
dark continents of the psyche. It
requires a vision to unearth and
subsequently share whatever se-
crets or profundities that might be
lurking in the innermost recesses
of the soul.

To read former attorney Dan
Burt’s words then, or to hear them
spoken in his own voice, is to leave
no doubt: here lies the true soul of
a poet. And for that to be the case,
it must be that, perhaps with his
own spirit not fully engaged in the
deception, that he just masquer-
aded for a time as a lawyer.

“That is absolutely right. Very
perceptive,” he says. “I haven’t been
a lawyer for 25 years. I did every-
thing I could to avoid it.”

Mr. Burt, who divides his time
between homes in London and Bar
Harbor, is oft times referred to on
Mount Desert Island as the owner
of the imposing home with a
tower of windows, looking out
over the sea on Schooner Head.

“I really did want to change the
world when I was young. But now
I pretty much keep to myself,” he
says.

While Mr. Burt sees his writing
as a purely personal exercise, his
work has begun to generate some
excitement in poetry circles
around the globe. He has been
published several times in PN Re-

view, which has been described as
the most authoritative and enter-
taining poetry journal in the Eng-
lish-speaking world. His latest ex-
posure comes in the July and
August 2009 issue, in which re-
viewer Elaine Feinstein calls his
work “strikingly ambitious.”

She writes: “His language is
terse to the point of brutality; the
verbs ferocious, often monosyl-
labic; his core conviction, formed
by the history of the 20th century
and a lifetime in a non-literary
world, is of ‘the curtain falling on
the Enlightenment.’”

In 2008 Lintott Press of Scot-
land published a collection of 21
of Mr. Burt’s poems in a book
called “Searched for Text.” It is
available at bookstores locally. Mr.
Burt also has recorded a CD of his
work in his own voice.

Born in south Philadelphia in
1942, Mr. Burt worked with his fa-
ther, a fishing boat captain, and,
for a time, in a butcher shop. He
attended state schools and a
Catholic college before studying
English at Cambridge. He later
graduated from Yale Law School
and practiced in the United States,
United Kingdom and Saudi Ara-
bia.

Mr. Burt often is remembered
for serving as Gen. William West-
moreland’s attorney when the top
U.S. commander during the Viet-
nam era sued CBS News for libel
over a documentary it did on the
war in 1982.

He took up writing poetry seri-
ously just five years ago. “That’s
when I really began to work at the
craft,” he explains. “I was not born

to the position I have now. I’ve
seen a fair amount of the world
from the bottom. I work at it every
day. I’m fortunate to have a fair
degree of privacy.”

His approach is simple. “I care
about seeing the world as clearly as
I possibly can. I have a great pas-
sion for the scrim. I want to pull
the scrim aside.”

Childhood, relationships, the
Holocaust, and mortality are the
primary themes of his work. He
has drawn inspiration for several
of his poems from Mount Desert
Island, including a tableau in
Northeast Harbor in “Blue Rinse
Matron;” and from the seaside
beauty of Acadia National Park
near his home in “Beside a Cove.”

“I’ve never seen a piece of land
or area more beautiful than Mount
Desert,” says Mr. Burt, who adds
he has looked far and wide in his
travels through Europe, Asia and
the Middle East.

His poems “Little Black Dress,”
“End of the affair,” and “Tart” deal
with his intimate relationships.
“There are some things you have
to write about because you have to
finish them off,” he says.

Worries that humankind has
not learned the lessons of the
Holocaust still haunt Mr. Burt. “It
isn’t just what happened to the
Jews. In Europe the Holocaust was
a shattering event for all.” He adds
later: “How easy it is for people to
slip into homicidal character.”

The way people clung to life in
the Nazi death camps provides in-
sight for Mr. Burt’s explorations of
mortality. “We are a machine built
for life not death,” Mr. Burt says.
The last lines of his poem “Mo-
mentum,” state: “We cling relent-
less to breath. In the camps, few
chose death.”

“I’m a hardcore atheist but an
ethnic Jew,” he explains. “I am
taken by the ferocity with which
people choose to live,” he says. At
any moment those that were suf-
fering could have run and grabbed
the electrified fence surrounding
the death camp or attacked a

Jazz fest starts tonight
“Good things come to

those who wait,” the ex-
pression goes. And

that’s certainly true for those who
expected the sixth annual Bar Har-
bor Jazz Festival to begin last week,
as reported in this newspaper.

Hopefully, the anticipation will
only make the eight days of jazz
music all the sweeter.

The festival begins tonight,
Thursday, Aug. 20, with a 6 p.m.
concert by one of the organizers
of the festival, saxophonist and
Mount Desert Island High School
graduate Ned Ferm. It ends the
following Thursday, Aug. 27, with
performances by the John Cooper
Trio and the band Whoopie Pie,
which features critically ac-
claimed tenor saxophonist Bill
McHenry.

Mr. Ferm said he wanted a di-
versity of jazz styles represented at

the festival. Listeners will hear be-
bop, post-bop, big band swing,
avant-garde and modal jazz.

All events, save for the Aug. 23
swing dance at the Bar Harbor
Club, are free. Tickets for the swing
dance are $15 and available at the
door or by calling 288-5829. In
case of rain, the outdoor concerts
on the Bar Harbor Village Green
and at Agamont Park will move in-
doors to Carmen Verandah on
Main Street.

For more information call 288-
5829 or visit the festival’s website
at www.barharborjazzfest.com.

Thursday, Aug. 20
6 p.m. Ned Ferm, Village Green
9 p.m. Jam session, Lompoc Café

Friday, Aug. 21
6 p.m. Aurora Jazz Project, Aga-
mont Park
9 p.m. 3-Dead, Lompoc Café

Saturday, Aug. 22
6 p.m. Bill McHenry Trio, Village
Green

8 p.m. Kim Cass Trio, McKay’s
Publick House
9 p.m. Doh-Rall, Lompoc Café

Sunday, Aug. 23
2 p.m. Juliane Gardner and The
Shades of Blue, Rupununi
6 p.m. High school musicians, Vil-
lage Green
7 p.m. Big band dance with Swingin’
Overtime, Bar Harbor Club

Monday, Aug. 24
6 p.m. The Shambles, Village Green

Tuesday, Aug. 25
6 p.m. Pete Robbins Trio, Agamont
Park

Wednesday, Aug. 26
6 p.m. Jeremy Quick Trio, Aga-
mont Park
9 p.m. Ryan Blotnick Quintet,
Lompoc Café

Thursday, Aug. 27
6 p.m. John Cooper Trio, Village
Green
9 p.m. Whoopie Pie, Carmen Ve-
randah
9 p.m. Jam session, Lompoc Café 

Blue County aids Criterion

County music fans will get a
rare opportunity to see the
duo Blue County in concert

tonight, Thursday, Aug. 20, at 7:30
p.m. at the Criterion Theatre in
Bar Harbor.

Blue County – Aaron Benward
and Scott Reeves – has been pretty
much taking it easy after touring
in support of their self-titled debut
album, which included the hit,
“Good Little Girls.”

“We decided to stay home, take
the year off,” Mr. Benward said in a
recent telephone interview. “It’s al-
lowed us to reconnect with our
families.”

But Blue County hasn’t forgot-
ten about its fans. The duo has
scheduled a few select concerts, in-
cluding the appearance in Bar Har-
bor, which is a fund-raiser for the
nonprofit theater and arts center.

This will be Blue County’s third
appearance at the Criterion.

“It’s always fun when we play
the theater,” Mr. Benward said. “I
love Bar Harbor. It’s amazing.”

Mr. Benward said the set list for
Bar Harbor would include the
group’s hits, new songs and a few
Blue County tunes that were never

recorded. Backing the duo will be
Oscar Cary on bass and Rob
Mitchell on drums.

Blue County’s appearance at
the Criterion is sponsored by The
Swan Agency Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty. Swan Agency owner
Kim Swan has been a Blue County
fan since meeting Mr. Benward
through a mutual friend.

“She’s been a believer in me
since the beginning,” Mr. Benward
said of Ms. Swan.

Last year, he and Ms. Swan
formed a music publishing com-
pany, Maineville Music. With Blue
County basically on hiatus, the gig
has become Mr. Benward’s day job.
Most mornings he gets up and
starts writing songs.

“It’s like clocking-in in some
ways,” he said.

Through an association with
Kobalt Music, Mr. Benward has
been shopping Maineville Music
songs around, trying to get other
Nashville talents interested in
recording them. Those expressing
interest include Trisha Yearwood
and Montgomery Gentry, he said.

Mr. Benward also is one of the
hosts of a monthly “Nashville Un-
plugged” show at the Green Valley
Ranch in Las Vegas. He and co-
host Brian McComas launched the
show in June. “Nashville Un-
plugged” features a guest song-
writer who performs with the
hosts and talks about the process
of writing songs. One of the high-
lights of the evening is “Songs
from a Hat,” in which guests make
up song titles, write them down
and put them in a hat. The fea-
tured songwriter picks a title from
the hat and, along with the hosts,
uses it to write a song on the spot.

“It’s cool, man. It’s lots of fun,”
Mr. Benward said.

A local band, The Tumblers,
will open for Blue County.

Tickets for Blue County are $20
and available at the Criterion box
office or online at www.criteri-
ontheatre.com.

mgood@mdislander.com

Acadia Rep debuts Christie play
Agatha Christie’s “The Hol-

low” is ready to make its
Mount Desert Island pre-

miere at the Acadia Repertory
Theatre.

When the famed mystery writer
adapted her novels into plays, she
felt that the presence of her
“celebrity” detectives – Hercule
Poirot and Miss Marple – was in-
appropriate for the stage, that they
created an unnecessary distraction
from the dramatic action. So Ms.
Christie wrote them out of the

plays, says Andrew Meyer, co-artis-
tic director at Acadia Rep.

Such is the case with “The Hol-
low.” First presented in London in
1951, the character of Hercule
Poirot is transformed into the
rather less well-known (but still
g e n t l e m a n l y )  I n s p e c t o r
Colquhoun, who is called upon to
investigate a murder at the English
country house of Sir Henry
Angkatell and his wife Henrietta.

A diverse cast of characters,
nearly all of whom could plausibly

have committed the murder,
makes “The Hollow” one of the
most compelling and psychologi-
cally complex of Ms. Christie’s
plays that the Acadia Rep has pre-
sented, said Mr. Mayer, and is
guaranteed to keep the audience
guessing right up until the shock-
ing final revelation.

“The Hollow” plays Tuesday
through Sunday evening at 8:15 p.m.

For more information, call the
box office at 244-7260, or visit at
www.acadiarep.com.
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Poet Dan Burt
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“I am taken by the
ferocity with which

people choose to
live.”

– Dan Burt

By Earl Brechlin
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