
Species recipes
BAR HARBOR — Weslie

Janeway will sign copies of her
book with Dusha Bateson “Mrs.
Charles Darwin’s Recipe Book” at
a special au-
thor event
event on Sat-
urday, Aug.
29, from 7 to
9 p.m. at
Sher man’s
Books & Sta-
tionery in
Bar Harbor at 56 Main Street.

The book offers a rare
glimpse behind the kitchen and
dining room doors of one of
the Victorian era’s most emi-
nent families, that of Charles
Darwin who wrote “On the
Origin of the Species.” While
Mr. Darwin was writing his
book, his wife Emma was filling
a cookery notebook with culi-
nary instruction and personal
anecdotes about everyday life in
the Darwin household.

Piano trio
SOUTHWEST HARBOR —

The Atlantic Piano Trio will per-
form at the Claremont Hotel in
Southwest Harbor on Saturday,

Au g . 2 9
beginning
a t  8 : 1 5
p.m.

Pianist
C h i h a r u
N a r u s e ,
v i o l i n i s t
D e a n
Stein, and
c e l l i s t
Christina

Chute will be joined by Kim-
berly Lehmann on viola, in a
varied program featuring
Mozart’s famous “G minor Pi-
ano Quartet,” the richly expres-
sive Beethoven String Trio Op.
9 No.3, and the jazzy and de-
lightful “Café Music” by Paul
Schoenfield. The performance
will take place in the Clare-
mont’s Clark Point Room.

Rebecca 
Buyers-Basso
Portrait project

CRANBERRY ISLES — The
Heliker-LaHotan Foundation, Inc.
and The Great Cranberry Island
Historical Society will present two
public events Friday and Saturday,
Aug. 28 and 29 in conjunction
with The Great Cranberry Islander
Portrait Project, a community-
centered arts project involving two
established Maine artists and the
year-round community of Great
Cranberry Island.

Since July 1, Bangor print-
maker Janet Badger and Bar
Harbor photojournalist Re-
becca-Buyers-Basso have been
conducting interviews and mak-
ing sketches from members of
the year-round Great Cranberry
Island community. The project is
funded in part by a grant from
the Maine Arts Commission, an
independent state agency sup-
ported by the National Endow-
ment for the Arts.

The Islesford Neighborhood
House hosts a talk on Aug. 28 at 3
p.m. with both artists. On Aug. 29
from 3 to 5 p.m. on Great Cran-
berry Island, there will be a print-
making demonstration at The He-
liker-LaHotan Foundation in the
Wadsworth Printmaking Studio.

These events are all free and
the public is invited to attend.
For more information, call 244-
7772 or 244-7800.

Poetry reading
TREMONT — Poet Peter

Chapman will read from his
work at the Bass Harbor
Memorial Library in Bernard
on Thursday, Sept. 3 at 7 p.m.
“Starry Nights,” a group show
of artwork inspired by the night
sky is on display at the Bass
Harbor Memorial Library for
the months of September and
October. On Tuesday, Sept. 8
from 5 to 7 p.m., the Bass Har-
bor Memorial Library will host
a reception for the 14 local
artists whose work appear in
the current show.
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Who dunnit?
Was it the butler with the

candlestick in the library?
Or the socialite with the

rope in the conservatory? Perhaps
it was the director with the foun-
tain pen in the Masonic Hall.
Someone  d id  the  deed  in
Somesville back in 1987.

Turns out it was George Vafi-
adis, with Ken Stack as his accom-
plice, who came up with an idea
that has turned into a theater tra-
dition on Mount Desert Island –
the annual Agatha Christie play at
Acadia Repertory Theater.

“Somehow we had never looked
at Agatha Christie. And George
said, ‘Let’s see what happens,’” said
Mr. Stack. “We were just over-
whelmed by audience response.”

That year they staged “The
Mousetrap,” a typical Christie
thriller in which the bodies, clues
and red herrings pile up as the au-
dience tries to single out the mur-
derer. The play was “incredibly
popular” said Mr. Stack and sold
out almost every night. But it was
three years before Ms. Christie’s
work returned to the Acadia Rep
stage with 1990’s production of
“Spider’s Web.” She’s been back al-
most every year since. Mysteries by
other playwrights were performed
in 1998, 1999 and 2006.

“The audience kept after us and
said, ‘When are you going to do
another Agatha Christie?” said Mr.

Stack. “So we’re happily bending to
audience demand.” This year’s of-
fering to Dame Agatha disciples is
“The Hollow” with a 12-person
cast that works through three acts
to delight and misdirect audiences.

The MDI whoduunit habit is
just a localized version of a world-
wide phenomenon. “The Mouse-
trap” opened in London’s West
End in 1952 and continues on the
longest initial run of any play in
any language in the world, racking
up more than 23,000 perfor-
mances there and counting. The
London newspaper “The Indepen-
dent” reported Sunday that day’s
matinee at St. Martin’s Theater was
the 23,437th performance.

According to the “Guinness
Book of Records,” Ms. Christie
stands with fellow British writer
William Shakespeare as the best-

selling author of all time. She
wrote 127 books and 15 plays, with
an estimated 2 billion books sold
worldwide (some estimates put
that number closer to 4 billion.) In
2008 the United Nations Educa-
tional Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization reported that she is the
most translated author in the
world: Christie mysteries are avail-
able in at least 45 languages. A
2002 re-release of “And Then
There Were None,” first published
in 1939, sold out its initial print
run in 10 weeks and put the book
back on the bestseller lists, more
than a quarter-century after the
author’s death in 1976.

“What makes her so popular is
her innocence,” said Mr. Stack.
“Within the world of crime there
is a warmth of human character, a
nativete about the darker side of
humanity. She spins a wonderful
safe world audiences aren’t afraid
of going into. Sometimes we want
a down and dirty scare, and some-
times we want fun. Agatha Christie
is fun.”

Acadia Rep’s goal is to make it
fun for audience members – many
of whom can be found during in-
termissions in the theater lobby
and outside debating the identity
of the murderer.

“Oh! We have to speculate my
dear!” said Ellie Kelmenson of
Mount Desert at a recent perfor-
mance. “They’re always excellent

Reel Pizza hosts film festival
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MAGIC NO MORE … Magician Professor Miller displays one of the parasols that he will pro-
duce, seemingly from thin air, at the summer’s last performance of Theater of Marvels on Satur-
day, Aug. 29 at 7 p.m. at Otter Creek Hall. Dance trio Tribal Spice and magician Dr. Wilson
round out the cast. Admission is $8 for adults, $5 for children 12 years and under. Proceeds from
the show benefit the Otter Creek Aid Association, which maintains the historic hall.

TRUE BLUE COUNTY …

ISLANDER PHOTOS BY EARL BRECHLIN

A small but enthusiastic group of county music
fans enjoyed a concert by the duo Blue County at
the Criterion Theatre in Bar Harbor on Aug. 20.
Above, Aaron Benward sings his signature song,
“Beautiful.” At right, Mr. Benward and singing
partner Scott Reeves with their band. The event,
which was a fund-raiser for the theater and arts
center, was sponsored by Machias Savings Bank
and Swan Agency Real Estate.

BAR HARBOR — Reel Pizza
Cinerama is hosting a “best of ”
selection of films from this
year’s Maine International Film
Festival, a 12-year project of the
nonprofit Maine Film Center
staged every July in Waterville
over the weekend of Sept. 11 to
14.

“Many know that the film pro-
gram at Reel Pizza is unique be-
cause, for much of the year, the
films they screen are lesser
known films not supported by
the massive marketing budget of
a major studio,” said theater
owner Chris Vincenty. “Bringing
this festival to town is no excep-
tion, but many of the films that
will be screened have not yet been
lucky enough to win any distrib-
ution deal, no matter how deserv-
ing.”

A full list of the films that will
be screened is available on the Reel
Pizza website, www.reelpizza.com.
A paper version is available at Reel
Pizza for those without Internet
access.

The schedule is also set and is

listed with each film; a complete
at-a-glance guide will be inserted
in the printed Reel Pizza schedule
to be mailed this weekend, and is
available at the theater. Soon it
will also be available on the web-
site.

Admission price for the festi-
val is $8 per person. Tickets are
available now at the Reel Pizza
box office for individual screen-
ings. Big Ticket Passes will not
be honored during this week-
end.

“A film festival is not only a
place to see extraordinary film,
but also provides an opportunity
to meet filmmakers,” said Mr.
Vincenty. “One of the broad
themes of the Maine Interna-
tional Film Festival is an empha-
sis on Maine films, and Reel Pizza
has arranged for several filmmak-
ers to be in attendance over the
course of the weekend to present
their films and answer questions
afterwards.” The first opportunity
to meet filmmakers will be at an
opening night celebration sched-
uled for in the front of the the-

ater from 4 to 6 p.m. on the
evening of Friday, Sept. 11. Re-
freshments provided by Sassafrass
Catering and beverages provided
b y  f e s t i v a l  s p o n s o r  T h e
Atlantic Brewing Company will
be provided. Tickets for this spe-
cial event are $15 and on sale
now.

Mr. Vincenty said any dona-
tions are welcome to support the
work of the Maine Film Center
and the Maine International Film
Festival, and to help defray the
costs of bringing this program to
Bar Harbor.

On Monday night, Sept. 14,
after the conclusion of the
evening’s last film around 10
p.m., there will be a closing
party at the Lompoc Café on
Rodick Street. Projectionists
Chris Vincenty and Colin Capers
will put together a special reel of
crazy short films that they will
show for the audience’s amuse-
ment.

For more information, check
the Reel Pizza website, or call 288-
3828.

“Sometimes we
want a down and
dirty scare, and

sometimes we want
fun. Agatha Christie

is fun.”
– Ken Stack

By Melinda Rice

see CHRISTIE page 2
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Actors in this year’s Agatha Christie mystery are, clockwise from bottom left, Cheryl Willis, David
Blais, Lila Dupree and Phil Fox.


